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LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear YIS Students and Parents,

In this issue of the YIS Newsletter, we have shared with you an overview of some of the learning
engagements your child has experienced at the start of the new academic year. Although we have only been
in session for a few weeks, students are already designing projects, creating art, writing essays, building
models, experimenting in science, delivering presentations and making music!

In an effort to continuously improve our delivery of education, and in response to parent feedback, we have
added some features to our Distance Learning Program which have been well received. The appreciation
shown by our parents is a wonderful encouragement to our team of teachers - the ‘front line workers’ for
education!

The newest features of our programs include:

1-Regular preparation of ‘learning packages,’ with supplies and resources for students and parents, to
support with online learning lessons. While this service is mostly targeted toward students in Early Years
through Grade 6, secondary students have also been invited to pick up resource materials periodically.

2 Individual consultations with teachers, by invitation and on rotation, have helped many students to stay
motivated and connected to their teachers, while receiving the individualized attention every child needs
to learn and grow.

3 Weekly Curriculum Overviews for secondary students and parents, complete with summaries of the
current learning engagements and topics of study, intended to facilitate meaningful conversations at home.

We hope you and your families are finding creative ways to learn and grow, despite the limitations of the
ongoing pandemic. Please remember that the YIS Community is a valuable resource to us all. We are in this
together! If at any point you have a question or concern you wish to discuss, please feel free to contact us
via email or call the school office directly to set an appointment.

Yours,
Kimberly Kingry
YIS Principal
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UPCOMING DATES

e 21 September PKn and Agama classes for Indonesian students resumed via YIS Distance Learning Program
e 12 -16 October Term Break

e 19 October Teacher Professional Development Day (no school for students)

e 20 October Classes resume; start of Term 2

e 29 October Maulidur Rasul Holiday (no school for students)
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Campus Use for YIS Families

All YIS families have the full right to use our outdoor facilities, as well as the
indoor basketball court, for the purpose of recreation and enjoyment. Our
students and their parents are welcome to enjoy this privilege, as members of
the YIS community. We hope you will take advantage of this beautiful, open
space.

At this moment, however, we must follow a strict set of regulations which
pertain to the containment of Covid-19, as set by the government:

1- Only YIS family members may have access to our campus facilities.

2- The campus is open to YIS families during after school hours and on
weekends, between the hours of 06:00 and 18:00.

3- Students within the same 'self-isolating family group' can play contact sports,
like basketball, together in our GYM.

4- Students from different families may not gather indoors to play together.
Again, it is our strict policy that only YIS students and their families are
permitted to enter the facilities. This is a normal security precaution in any

school.

As we find our way together through this 'new normal,' we also look forward to
a brighter future for our families and our children.
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SPOTLIGHT ON "A YEAR OF RECOVERY"

Like so many other schools around the world, the start of this new academic year meant opening our
doors exclusively to faculty and staff, without the usual excitement of seeing our students again and
welcoming them back after along summer holiday.

Although we had anticipated this situation months ago, as we planned for the “new normal,” there is
obvious disappointment in the lack of face-to-face engagement with our community. Nevertheless, in an
effort to mitigate the impact of the ongoing crisis, our school has reframed the year’s usual shortlist of
whole-school goals, focusing instead on the opportunities for reflection and refinement. This is our Year
of Recovery.

Over the past few months, we have come to appreciate some of the unexpected, positive outcomes of
this crisis. Yes, there have been significant losses, but this experience has also taught us how to do the
hard things.

First and foremost, it is reinforcing the real value in holding fast to our school’s vision and mission—our
anchor in rough waters. This is not the time to compromise our values or dilute those aspects of our
educational programs that we deem essential for student growth. Of course, we have to trim “non-
essentials,” such as school trips and most extra-curriculars, valuable though they may be. However, our
vision statement is more than just an idealistic goal, therefore, we have developed organic ways to bring
this to fruition within our existing distance learning program. As a result, we have maintained the
integrity of who we are as a school.

Healthy recovery also demands that our whole team function with a shared purpose, and that each
member be valued. At the start of this extraordinary year, we are more mindful of the strengths and
capacity of each and every faculty member. In particular, we are newly appreciative of our local national
teachers, many of whom hold advanced degrees in their fields and extensive training in our programs.

With the impact of travel restrictions and protracted limitations on hiring foreign staff, our local
national colleagues are now finding new opportunities to contribute more meaningfully. The school is
making a greater effort to effectively utilize our human resources, giving due consideration to the
readiness of local teachers to step into leadership roles. We still enjoy a diverse, international teaching
staff, but now we are more balanced, integrated, connected as a whole faculty.

Another interesting outcome of the crisis has been strengthened partnerships with provincial ministries
and local organizations. With the indefinite, mandated closure of all school campuses in our region,
everyone is concerned about the immediate and long-term impact on students and the community. At
the start of the new term, we are working closely with local authorities to plan and execute safe
activities for small groups of students on our campus playing fields and outdoor spaces. Some of the
regional football clubs have also been granted special permission to use our fields for training purposes.
These phased measures ensure that, as an international school, we continue to nurture relationships
within our host country.

As the crisis continues, we must remember who we are as a learning community, strengthening our
relationships from within and without. It is time to embody the vision statements that define “who we
want to be when we grow up.” This will require ongoing reflection, as we refine our practices and
philosophies in this Year of Recovery. Ultimately, our success will be measured in the resilience of the
individual learner, the parent, the educator, and the institution.

Kimberly Kingry (as published in The International Educator, September 2020)
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PRIMARY YEARS PROGRAMME
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MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAMME

NATURE OF MYP PERSONAL PROJECT

portunity for students to produce a truly personal and often

joct-specific learning,
> encourages students to practice and strengthen their approaches to learning
(ATL) skills,

ge in practical explorations through a cycls of nciry,

P the atributes of the IB
> fosters the development of independent,lifelong learners.
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DIPLOMA PROGRAMME




DIPLOMA PROGRAMME
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‘History is essential foF future innovations’

The study and research of the recorded past is essential for

foﬁa;eeing possible futures

+ "alled snacefisht missions
4. Successful past space explorations

* New discoveries made about Earth and the outer space are all made possible due to the

Rey Putri

§ * information gathered by past space explorations missions




